
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 27 
Genesis 27:1-4 - Isaac prepares to die

Isaac, preparing to die, calls Esau (his first born son) to “bless” him. In biblical culture, the first born son is the heir of 
the family estate.  In the case of the children of Abraham, the first born son will also inherit the Abrahamic blessing and 
the promises of God.  Isaac is described as “old” and losing his sight, he believes he is nearing death, and so the time of 
blessing is here.

These blessings were pronouncements and prayers.  They were requests to the LORD for certain events and circumstances to be 
done for the one receiving the blessing and they were also prophetic in the sense that what was spoken over the life of the 
person typically happens.  God uses his patriarchal figures (Abraham, Isaac, and eventually Jacob) to speak things over their 
sons as a prophetic word about their futures.

Blessing was an important element to the Abrahamic family.  God said he would “bless those who bless you” and that Abraham 
and his family were to be a “blessing” to the earth.  As we have previously discussed, this is a throwback to the garden of 
Eden when the earth was cursed because of humanity’s sin.  Through Abraham and his family, God is bringing the blessing 
back.  So Isaac’s desire to bless his son is important on many levels.

And with that, Esau heads out to the field to make his father his favorite meal.

Genesis 27:5-17 - Rebekah’s plan to deceive Isaac

We already know a few things about Esau and Jacob from Genesis 25. We know that even in the womb, the LORD had spoke to 
Rebekah that “two nations are in your womb, and the older shall serve the younger” (25:23).  We know Esau was born first, 
but Jacob was not far behind, holding the heel of his twin brother as they were born.  Esau, a hunter is loved (more) by his 
father and Jacob, a peaceful man, was favored by his mother (25:27-28).  And we also know that Esau, the first born, 
despised his birthright had already sold it to Jacob for a bowl of stew (Gen 25). 

It is unclear whether or not Rebekah and Isaac know of this based on their actions in this chapter. But their actions fulfill 
the word of the LORD to Rebekah about the trajectory of these two sons.

Rebekah leads quite the clandestine operation here. It was Rebekah who hears Isaac’s plan and quickly acts to get Jacob to 
trick Isaac into thinking he is Esau.  Their plan is to make some of the favorite meal, wear hairy sleeves, and trick Isaac 
into thinking Jacob is really Esau so that Isaac will give the first born blessing to Jacob!  Wow - and you thought your 
family had issues!

Jacob is hesitant at first (I’m not hairy, he says) but Rebekah is determined for this to happen.  She even calls upon a curse 
upon herself if this plan doesn’t work out!
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Genesis 27:18-26 - Jacob Deceives Isaac

Old and blind Isaac thinks something might be fishy - the meal is made too quick and “Esau’s” voice sounds like Jacob’s voice! 
 Nevertheless, through Jacob lies to his father, aided by Rebekah’s cuisine and her Esau costume, the plan works.  Isaac feels 
his hair arms, smells the hunter smell, and the meal tastes just right.  So Isaac believes that indeed Esau is standing before 
him and invites him to be blessed.

Somehow, through deceitful means, Rebekah ensures her younger son, her beloved son, her heel-holding son, receives the 
blessing.  Be sure, this record should not validate lying or deception as long as it brings about good results.  There will be 
consequences that come as a result of this trickery.  In fact, this is yet another instance of generational sins coming out 
in the Abrahamic family.  It is another story of the fathers and mothers of faith having very significant flaws.  Yet is also 
shows that even through, and in spite of, their flaws, and sins, God’s will is done.

Genesis 27:27-29 - Isaac Blesses Jacob

Jacob receives the blessing of the first born.  He had already received the legal rights of the first born from Esau after the 
bowl of stew exchange, but now he receives the spiritual rights of the first born transferred by the father himself.

This blessing is right out of the Abrahamic covenant.  Blessings upon the earth (fatness and abundance, v. 28) and authority 
over the nations (people serving, nations bowing down).  Also there is a confirmation of the word spoken to Rebekah as the 
boys were in her womb that “your mother’s sons will bow down to you” (aka the older will serve the younger, Genesis 25:23).

At this moment, Jacob is now legally and spiritually the first born, the heir and the blessed son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham.  

Jacob leaves Isaac’s presence and immediately Esau returns home.

Genesis 27:30-35 - Esau Returns And is Devastated

What a heart wrenching response from Esau. He knows that something irreversible has just happened.  Isaac himself trembles 
when he realizes what has just happened.  Esau, now crying pleads with his father to bless him!  Isaac responds that the 
blessing has already been taken away.

It’s interesting to read this reaction knowing that Esau had given away his birthright to Jacob in a much less serious 
situation.  It seems like the relationship that Esau had with his father is a big part of this.  They loved each other.  Esau 
was closer to Isaac than Jacob was and closer to Isaac than he was to Rebekah.  I would imagine that some of the emotional 
devastation is rooted in the brokenness he feels about that relationship.

Genesis 27:36-40 - Isaac Blesses Esau

Isaac tells Esau of the blessing he has given to Jacob.  It is likely hard for Esau to hear this since so much of the blessing 
relates not just to jacob’s future but to Esau’s (ex: “the older will serve the younger).  Isaac has already said that he 
cannot give the blessing to Esau but he has a secondary blessing, likely one reserved for the second born son that he does 
give. 
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Esau remarks that Jacob is “rightly named Jacob” - a name meaning “deceive/cheat”.  Indeed this is the second time Jacob has 
done something like this to Esau - the first being when he took his birthright. The ESV Study Observes that “from Esau’s 
perspective, Jacob has cheated him out of both his birthright (see 25:29–34) and his blessing, although Esau willingly 
forfeited his birthright to Jacob (see 25:33).”  Esau’s not happy with his twin brother.

Genesis 27:41-46 - Jacob Flees

As a result of this event, Esau commits to kill Jacob after Isaac dies.  He will become consumed with this goal.  The family 
of Isaac changes as a result of this day.  Rebekah overhears the second conversation relating to her sons, and this time it 
leads to her telling Jacob to flee to Laban’s house until Esau’s “fury subsides and he forgets what you did to him (v .45)”. 
 We’ll see how that works out in the chapters to come.

The chapter ends with Rebekah complaining to Isaac about Esau’s wives (the Hittite women who caused the family trouble in 
26:34-35.).  We’ll read in the next chapter that while Jacob is in Mesopotamia with Laban he will find a wife.  It’s possible 
that Rebekah makes this concluding remark in the chapter as a motivation for Jacob’s leaving home - even though it was 
really to protect him from Esau.  More deceit from Rebekah and in the house of Isaac.

A bizarre series of events unfold in Genesis 27.  We’re again reminded of the sins and failings of this family God chose to call to 
redeem the world.  Lies, tricks, deceit, plots and declarations about killing family members reads more like a mob story than the Holy 
Bible - yet such is the story of Scripture.  Much more true to life, colorful and refreshingly transparent than we often think.  God is 
not afraid to reveal the flaws of the main characters of his story as some authors would.  

If humans wrote the sacred text to fool the masses into worshiping their gods, they would cover up their hero’s problems.  But not the 
LORD.  He preserves and tells the story to us in all its inglorious glory.  And through this we get to see ourselves in the story more 
than we might have thought.  If God works in Rebekah and Jacob, maybe he can work through us.  We should be grateful for this.  This 
doesn’t mean sin doesn’t have consequences or that the ends justify the means, but it does mean God is gracious and slow to anger. 
 Hallelujah.

Here’s one final reminder for us from this story in light of our day and time.

We live in a society today where words don’t matter. Integrity is in short supply. People talk and talk and few are committed to 
backing up the words they have spoken. Lying is commonplace.  Deception abounds. We say “just kidding” we take back our word, we 
fail others and fail ourselves.  We make excuses when we can’t follow through with what we have committed to.  Everyone does it.  I 
have a lot going on.  I didn’t realize what was involved.  And more.  We boast, we back out.  We speak, we change our story.  We make 
promises we can’t keep.  We overextend, we flatter, we exaggerate, we twist the truth.

That is not the atmosphere of Genesis 27. There was great anticipation of the words of blessing that a father would pronounce over 
his son(s). And in a shocking and uncommonly bizarre turn, when the blessing is given to Jacob, there is not another one for Esau. 
What Isaac has spoken he had spoken. 

What would you have said? “Oh my bad, let me give you the blessing now!”  Isaac says no such thing. Once the blessing has been 
given, it could not be given again.  Why?  Because words matter. 
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This may not mean much to our world.  We are smart to be suspicious of what people say.  We expect our politicians and public 
officials to back out of their promises.  But, even so, to God words matter.

When God says something, he means it. When God promises something, it happens.  When God declares something to be, it is.  To God, 
words matter.  And we have to be careful not to let the lack of integrity swirling in the age around us to affect our trust in God’s 
words - nor chip away at our own commitment to mean what we say, and say what we mean.

Jesus tells us that our yes should mean yes and our no should mean no.  James tells us that we should say “if the Lord wills we’ll do 
such and such.”  We shouldn’t boast and exaggerate nor withhold truth or twist it. Words matter.  God’s words and yours.

So this is a good moment to appeal to ourselves to be men and women of integrity.  People that others can count on.  People who have 
a reputation of honesty.  People who are known to be faithful in what we say and do.  People who others don’t have to be skeptical of. 
People who may not always have others like what we say, but who can always know we will mean what we say.

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob now have shown us the power of integrity and the ugliness of times when it is lacking.  They all use lies 
and deceit to get themselves out of perceived trouble, and yet we read those stories and are embarrassed for them.  And we also read 
when they are men of integrity - people who are respected by their neighbors and even enemies as men of God - because of their words.

So, are you someone who others can count on?  Do you find yourself backing out of your commitments?  What would others say about 
the trustworthiness of your word?  Do you exaggerate?  Do you tell “stories”?  Do you embellish the details?  Do you come clean?  Do 
you speak truth even when it might cost you your pride or show your flaws?  Do you always have to have an answer?  Are you quick 
to listen and slow to speak?  Do words matter?  Do you have integrity?

The darker and more corrupt this age becomes as we draw closer to its end, the more deception will rise.  You and I must commit, even 
against the great pressure that will press us and the great temptation that will tempt us, to be people of integrity.  People who 
mean what they say and say what they mean.  People who speak the truth, in love.  People who believe that words are powerful and 
that words matter.  Because, whether or not the world around us thinks that words matter, God says that they do.  And so, they do.
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